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moment this ill-timed warning was given to the Austria^
command, the want of resolution it actually showed
could not have been foreseen.

The study of the campaign of 1806, which contained
a similar case, is most instructive : we there see Napoleon
proceed in an entirely different manner in order to take
the passes through the mountains by surprise, and to
prevent the enemy from arriving and defending the
threatened points in time. Thus, on the evening of the
25th, Napoleon, had he been in command of the Prussian
body, would have still kept his troops echeloned in
depth, at the distance of one long march from the
frontier, so as to leave his opponent ignorant of which
pass he intended using.

On the 26th, he would have arrayed his army corps on
the frontier after a long march; the head of the Fifth
Corps would have reached Schlaney; the same corps
would have closed up on that head and adopted, from
Schlaney to Lewin, the closest possible formation, so
as to form what the Emperor called the "war mass."

On the 27th, the head of the army corps, after starting
at 3 a.m., would have reached Nachod at 4 (it is less
than two miles from Schlaney to Nachod). The rear
of the army corps would have entered that place two
or three hours later.

What could the Austrian command have done then,
even if it had been endowed with activity and decision ?

No decision can be taken on the 25th. The enemy's
schemes have not been disclosed. On the evening of the
26th, these schemes are becoming clear everywhere;
the Austrian command resolves on a number of measures
in order to counteract those schemes.

On the 27th, those measures are carried out, too late,
however, to enable Austrian forces to reach Nachod
before their adversary.

Such is the distance between the master and the
disciple.

Napoleon has been at the pains of himself describing
Ms manner of proceeding. Sending orders to Marshal
Lannes, commanding the Fifth Corps, one of the corps
on advance guard in October 1806, he writes :

** On the 7th, you will canton between Hassfurt wd
Coburg (approach march).

" On the 8th, you will enter Coburg (which corresponds